
March 2015 

Updating you on our Merger 

 

We thought it important to update you all on what’s been happening since Farnsfield Surgery merged 

with Clipstone Health Centre in October. It has been a very challenging time for us as we’ve gone through 

a lot of change since then. We appreciate you bearing with us and we’re sorry that at times things haven’t 

worked as well as they should. We hope this information helps you to understand all that’s been 

happening and how things should be improving for the better. 

Doctors at Farnsfield 

Dr Healy worked at the surgery for 18 years and did an incredible job in that time. It was always going to 

be a huge loss when he retired and it has been keenly felt. Whether Farnsfield Surgery had merged with 

Clipstone Health Centre or not, this would have been very difficult to cope with. Many practices locally are 

finding it very hard to recruit doctors and some vacancies have been left unfilled for over a year. For a 

practice the size of Farnsfield, recruitment could have been a significant challenge. 

Fortunately we have been able to fill the vacancy left by Dr Healy, and more recently by Dr Webster. 

However this has caused a level of disruption and decreased the continuity of care. Dr Bartholomeuz 

joined us in November to replace Dr Healy so we had a month when we were a GP partner down. We 

were also a doctor down throughout January and February while we waited for Dr Shoeb to join us to 

replace Dr Webster. In order to ensure we have sufficient doctors at Farnsfield, GP Partners spent less 

time at Clipstone and more time at Farnsfield, and we  had some GP registrars (fully qualified doctors 

training to be GPs) and GP locums working at Farnsfield. This has provided sufficient doctors but 

unfortunately it worsened the continuity of care. 

We are now back to a full complement of doctors and Dr Shoeb is working 4 days a week at Farnsfield. We 

believe that continuity of care will improve significantly and we will be far less reliant on locums. We will 

shortly be producing a booklet with information about all our doctors. 

New Services and Developments 

 Prescription queries are being dealt with 

by a specialist team. You can now phone 

24 hours a day to leave a message to 

order your prescription by calling 01623 

629232 

 We are open one Saturday morning in 

three at Farnsfield and have routine GP 

and nurse appointments available. You 

can also go to Clipstone on the other 

Saturdays if you would like 

 We are setting up regular joint injection 

and minor surgery clinics with Dr Das 

 We have increased the level of blood 

test appointments and will soon be 

increasing the level of nursing 

appointments 

 We have secured funding to make some 

internal modifications and increase the 

clinical space available. This work will be 

taking place throughout March. 

 From April all patients with long term 

conditions, such as Diabetes or COPD, 

will receive an invite to an annual review 

of all their long term conditions 
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